
 

 
 

 
Rules and Regulations 
Rules and regulations for judging, exhibiting, and riding the Walking Horse in Michigan will be in 
accord with those of the affiliated licensed Horse Industry Organization (HIO) and/or the 
Walking Horse Association of Michigan (WHAM). All versatility classes will be conducted in 
accordance with the rules and regulations of the affiliating HIO's current Versatility Rulebook or 
unless otherwise declared. 
 
I. CLASS SPECIFICATIONS AND JUDGING STANDARDS 
All classes will be judged according to the rules and regulations of the affiliating HIO and/or 
with the restrictions and/or exceptions in the Walking Horse Association of Michigan rules and 
regulations: 
 
A. Horse Divisions: 
Horses must comply with current rules and regulations of affiliating HIO for both shoeing and 
exhibition. Within this division there are subdivisions for Lite Shod/Park Lite Shod, Trail 
Pleasure, Country Pleasure and All Day Pleasure. Please consult with the affiliating HIO for its 
rules and regulations defining these subdivisions. 
 

 All Day Pleasure:  
The All Day Pleasure division is open to all gaited breeds and may be ridden English or 
Western (as determined by the class description), but not a combination of both. The All 
Day Pleasure horse must be ridden with a light or relaxed rein contact. The Trail Walk is 
a true walk with a loose rein and no appearance of strain on the part of the horse or 
rider. The appearance should be that of a pleasure riding horse that is relaxed, content 
and manageable. The Pleasure Gait is to be performed at moderate speed and can be a 
variation of any saddle horse gait with no preference given to any particular gait over 
another. The gait should be consistent and balanced and should appear easy and 
comfortable to ride. Excessive speed is not a desired trait Neat attire is required and 
should include a collared shirt, long pants, and heeled boots. Exhibitors wearing show 
attire shall not be favored by the judge. If an ADP horse is exhibited in Western tack, the 



rider may use two hands on the reins, but both hands shall remain on the reins the 
duration of the class. Braided manes or forelocks are not required. 
 

 Country Pleasure: 
The Country Pleasure horse should display true pleasure qualities, along with the 
natural gaits of the Tennessee Walking Horse; a Country Pleasure horse should never 
have a tendency to rack, pace or trot. Front leg animation (lift) is not desirable and 
headshake is not required to be as deep as that of the other Walking horse divisions. 
The Country Pleasure horse should exhibit a balanced, smooth, four-cornered, gliding 
flat walk and the running walk. The canter should be relaxed and consistent with no sign 
of effort from the exhibitor. Manners are paramount in this division. The Country 
Pleasure horse must be ridden with a light or relaxed rein contact. The Country Pleasure 
horse should stand quietly in the lineup. The Country Pleasure horse may be ridden 
English or Western (as determined by the class description), but not a combination of 
both. Riders may use two hands with English or Western but must then maintain 2-hand 
rein hold throughout duration of class. The Country Pleasure horse may cross-enter All 
Day Pleasure classes as permitted by show management, but not cross-enter into Trail 
Pleasure, Lite Shod/Park Lite Shod classes at the same show. (Exception: Spotted Saddle 
horse classes and all Versatility, Model, Showmanship and Equitation). Country Pleasure 
classes may be offered as either 2 gait or 3 gait. The Country Pleasure division may be 
Youth, Amateur, Amateur Owned and Trained or Open (as determined by show 
management).  
 

 Trail Pleasure:  
The Trail Pleasure horse must perform the true walking gaits efficiently and with 
effortlessness geared toward encouraging stamina and longevity as a pleasant, working 
saddle horse. The flat walk should be bold and four-cornered with an evenly timed 1-2-
3-4 beat. In the flat walk the horse should break at the knees, reaching and pulling with 
the front legs with that movement originating from the shoulder. The horse should have 
impulsion and exhibit stride and drive with the hind legs. There should be no wringing or 
twisting of the hocks, nor any excessive hock action. The horse should demonstrate a 
loose way of going with plenty of motion. A horse with a good flat walk will naturally 
have a straight, up and down head motion timed with the overall rhythm of the walk. 
Within the flat walk lies the foundation for a good running walk and it should be judged 
equally as important as is the running walk. The flat walk should be a distinctive FLAT 
walk, not a slow running walk, with each leg impacting the ground with distinction. The 
flat walk is more bold or purposeful in movement than the running walk. Form should 
never be sacrificed for speed. Excessive “bumping or jerking” of the reins at the flat walk 
is not considered good form and shall be penalized. The horse should exhibit a true, four 
beat walking gait with pronounced and cadenced head nod. The horse should be well 
balanced, in that not one element of the horse should stand out from all other qualities 
when considering gait, form, rhythm or conformation. A horse exhibiting a crampy or 
gimmicky way of going must be excused. Animation and action are not desired in a Trail 
Pleasure horse. The front legs should not break higher than 45 degrees from the 



vertical. The ideal Trail Pleasure horse will reach out in front and pull with its shoulders. 
The front legs can move close to the ground as long as the power is coming from a loose 
shoulder and the horse has head shake and is square and on four corners. The Trail 
Pleasure horse should be on the bit and not strung out in frame. It should carry its head 
in a natural and relaxed position. The horse must be extremely well mannered, 
responsive and quiet. The horse must be manageable on a light rein at all gaits. The 
horse must stand quietly and back readily on command. Trail Pleasure horses may be 
asked for a halt at any time during the class to demonstrate manners and a willing 
attitude. The Trail Pleasure horse’s canter should be relaxed and consistent with no sign 
of effort from the rider. Additionally, if specified on the class list, Trail Pleasure horses 
will be asked to do a Trail Walk as the last gait called for both ways of the ring. The Trail 
Walk is a true walk with a loose rein and no appearance of strain on the part of the 
horse or rider. The appearance should be that of a pleasure riding horse that is relaxed, 
content, and manageable. Trail Pleasure horses are not allowed to cross-enter All Day 
Pleasure, Country Pleasure, Lite Shod/Park Lite Shod classes at the same show. 
(Exception: Spotted Saddle horse classes and all Versatility, Model, Showmanship and 
Equitation). The Trail Pleasure class may be a two or three gaited class. Trail Pleasure 
classes may be Youth, Amateur, Amateur Owned and Trained or Open (as determined 
by show management).  
 

 Lite Shod/Park Lite Shod:  
The Lite Shod/Park Lite Shod horse should perform the true walking gaits and in the 
same manner as described for the Trail Pleasure Horse. The major difference between a 
Trail Pleasure horse and a Lite Shod/Park Lite Shod horse is the larger shoe allowed 
which may produce a more animated, flashy, and powerful appearing gait. The Lite 
Shod/Park Lite Shod horse should still perform its gaits effortlessly without the 
appearance of laboring. Horses must meet the described shoe rules as published in the 
HIO rules and regulations. The Lite Shod/Park Lite Shod horse should display brilliance 
and show presence while performing true walking gaits. The horse should be collected 
and well balanced, in that not one element of the horse should stand out from all other 
qualities when considering gait form, rhythm or conformation. Compared to the Trail 
Pleasure horse, the ideal Lite Shod/Park Lite Shod horse should have a higher head 
carriage and exert more energy through collection while maintaining its walking ability 
and overall presence. The flat walk and running walk should be performed as described 
in the Trail Pleasure section. The Lite Shod/Park Lite shod Pleasure horse should break 
higher with its front legs than a Trail Pleasure horse in all gaits and should not be 
penalized for this unless it appears unnatural to the horse or out of balance with all 
other elements of the horse. Form is not to be sacrificed for speed. Manners are 
paramount for a pleasure horse and should be given serious consideration in judging. 
The horse should have an alert and willing attitude, be manageable with light to 
medium rein contact, and must back readily. Any evidence of being behind the bit 
should be penalized. Lite shod/Park Lite shod horses are not allowed to cross enter into 
Trail Pleasure, Country Pleasure nor All Day Pleasure divisions at the same show. 
(Exception: Spotted Saddle horse classes and all Versatility, Model, Showmanship and 



Equitation). The Lite Shod/Park Lite shod Pleasure class may be a two or three gaited 
class. The Lite Shod/Park Lite shod Pleasure horse may be ridden English or Western as 
determined by the class, but not a combination of both.  
 

 Racking Horse Division 
The Country Pleasure Racking horse may wear any size shoe not to exceed the plantation shoe 
(1 ½ x ½). Refer to NWHA Rule book, Section 8.3(A) for shoe requirements. Whips are not 
permitted. Country Pleasure Racking Horses should exhibit a true 4 beat gait with more 
animation than the Pleasure Racking Horse (greater than 70 degrees). Horse should display 
brilliance and show presence. Head should be collected but with no evidence of strain on part of 
horse or rider. Horses should be well mannered and responsive. Quality of gait shall not be 
sacrificed for speed. Horses must stand quietly and back readily upon direction of the judge. 3. 
The horse will be required to perform three gaits Show walk, Slow rack and Fast rack. Horses will 
be collected in the bridle at all times. Country Pleasure Racking may be shown english or 
western. Horse must stand quietly in the lineup. This division will be amateur, youth and open 

 

 Spotted Saddle Horse Division 
Spotted Saddles Horses may be shown in either Western or English tack and attire, but not a 
combination of both. Tack and attire will be determined by class title. The Show Walk should be 
a smooth, intermediate saddle gait. It can be a Flat walk, Slow Rack, etc. The Show Gait should 
have an increase in speed from the Show Walk. Examples of a Show Gait are a Running Walk, 
Fast Rack. Braids are prohibited. Hoof Bands shall not be permitted on Spotted Saddle Horses on 
the show grounds 

 
B. Special Classes Division: 

 Michigan Bred: These horses must have a Michigan address in the "BRED BY" box of 
their registration papers. It is recommended that exhibitors bring a copy of their papers 
to the show office 

 Novice (All Divisions): Show management will have sole discretion concerning novice 
status. 

 Versatility classes show the versatile nature of the Walking Horse. These classes are 
generally open to all pleasure divisions. See the governing HIO for versatility handbook 
rules and regulations. 
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